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	ACCOUNTS RULES



ACCOUNTANT’S CERTIFICATE (AR.47)
Every practice (member, firm or recognised LLP) who holds or receives client money or controlled trust money, or who operates a client’s own account as signatory, must produce annually a certificate by an accountant qualified under AR.37 of the Accounts Rules to the effect that the member has complied with Parts A and B, AR.24 of Part C and Part D of the Rules.  
1. The certificate must be delivered once during each practice year.  
 
2. When a practice ceases to hold and/or receive client money (and/or to operate any client’s own account as signatory), either on closure of the practice or for any other reason, the practice must obtain and deliver a final certificate within 6 months of ceasing to hold and/or receive client money (and/or to operate any client’s own account as signatory), whether qualified or not, unless The Law Society requires earlier delivery. 
 
3. When a practice closes but the ceased practice continues to hold or receive client money during the process of dealing with outstanding costs and unattributable or unreturnable funds, the Rules, including the obligation to deliver Accountant’s Certificates, will continue to apply. 

 SECTION 1. FIRM DETAILS
Please complete the name of the member, firm, recognised LLP or in-house practice for which this certificate is being submitted
	Firm Name :
	

	Certificate Period :
	
	to
	


SECTION 2.   FIRM’S NAME(S) AND ADDRESS(ES) COVERED BY THIS CERTIFICATE.  
The name(s) under which the office(s) practise. All address(es) at which the member(s) or a recognised LLP practise(s) must be covered by an accountant’s certificate or certificates. Please list on a separate sheet all other offices not covered by this certificate, with reasons.  
	Name(s) of Firm (if different from Section 1 above):
	

	Address of Firm (main office):
	

	
	

	
	

	Post Code :
	


 SECTION 3. COMPARISON DATES  
The results of the comparison required under AR.42(1)(f) of the Account Rules, at the dates selected by me/us were:
	3(a) 	as at:
	
	(insert date 1)

	(i)	Liabilities to clients and controlled trusts (and other persons for whom client money is held) as shown by ledger accounts for client and controlled trust matters *  
	

	

	(ii)	Cash held in client account, and client money and controlled trust money held in any account other than a client account, after allowances for lodgements cleared after date and for outstanding cheques
	

	

	(iii)	Difference between (i) and (ii) (if any) 
	

	

	3(b) 	as at:
	
	(insert date 2)

	(i)	Liabilities to clients and controlled trusts (and other persons for whom client money is held) as shown by ledger accounts for client and controlled trust matters *
	

	

	(ii)	Cash held in client account, and client money and controlled trust money held in any account other than a client account, after allowances for lodgements cleared after date and for outstanding cheques
	

	

	(iii)	Difference between (i) and (ii) (if any) 
	

	


* NOTE: The figure to be shown in section 3(a)(i) and section 3(b)(i) is the total of credit balances, without adjustment for debit balances (unless capable of proper set off being in respect of the same client), or for receipts and payments not capable of allocation to individual ledger accounts.  
SECTION 4. MATTERS TO REPORT 
	(a) Please indicate in the space provided any matters (other than breaches which are not material) in respect of which it appears to you that the member(s)/recognised LLP has/have not complied with the provision of Parts A and B, AR.24 of Part C and Part D of the Account Rules (continue on an additional sheet if necessary).

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


 

	(b) Please indicate in the space provided any matters in respect of which you have been unable to satisfy yourself and the reasons for that inability, e.g. because a client’s file is not available (continue on an additional sheet if necessary). 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



	Name of Certifying Accountant*:
	

	Firm Name:
	

	Professional Body:
	
	Identifier / Registration Number:
	

	Firm Address:
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


* NOTE: the certifying accountant must be qualified in accordance with AR.37 of the Accounts Rules.  
SECTION 5. DECLARATIONS 
	We confirm that we have carried out work to assess whether the firm has complied with the relevant Accounts Rules, in the period covered by this Report, namely – Parts A and B, AR.24 of Part C and Part D where applicable. 
	YES
	NO

	
	☐	☐
	We have found material breaches of the relevant Accounts Rules (as set out above), and/or significant weaknesses in the firm’s systems and controls for compliance with the relevant Accounts Rules (as set out above). If Yes, detail is provided in Section 4.
	YES
	NO

	
	☐	☐

INDEPENDENCE:
	Please tick the “yes” or “no” box for the following items (i) to (v) to show whether, so far as you are aware, the relevant statement applies in respect of yourself of any principal, director or employee of your accountancy practice.
Provide further details if appropriate

	
	YES
	NO

	i.	Any of the parties mentioned above is related to any member to whom   this certificate relates.
	☐	☐
	ii.	Any of the parties mentioned above normally maintained, on a regular basis, the accounting records to which this certificate relates. 
	☐	☐
	iii.	Any of the parties mentioned above or the firm, places substantial reliance for referral of clients on the member(s) to whom this certificate relates. 
	☐	☐
	iv.	Any of the parties mentioned above or the firm, is a client or former client of the member(s) to whom this certificate relates. 
	☐	☐
	v.	There are other circumstances which might affect my independence in preparing this certificate  
	☐	☐

  
* NOTE: this information is intended to help The Law Society of Jersey to identify circumstances which might make it difficult to give an independent assessment. Answering “Yes” to any part of this section does not disqualify the accountant from issuing the certificate. 
 
NOTE: Information within the accountant’s personal knowledge should always be disclosed. Detailed investigations are not necessary but reasonable enquiries should be made of those directly involved in the work.  
 
	I/we have completed The Law Society of Jersey checklist and retained a copy in my/our working papers.

The form should then be signed and dated. The certificate can be signed in the name of the firm of accountants of which the accountant is a partner or employee. 

	

	
Date :
	

	
	

	




Signature :
	

	
	

	
Name (of Firm or Accountant) :
	

	
	(Please use block capitals)
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